Late lethal secondary hemorrhage after laser supraglottic laryngectomy.
Since 1971, a number of articles have been published regarding the complications encountered with laser surgery of the larynx. Most investigations focus on complications such as accidental burns caused by the reflection of the laser beam, endotracheal explosion, special anesthesiologic problems, edema of the mucosa leading to airway obstruction, and abnormal scar formation with functional problems. Secondary hemorrhage has played a subordinate role, and in the few articles that have focused on it, cases requiring postoperative treatment have been reported only sporadically. All of these cases occurred within the first postoperative week, and no case resulting in the death of a patient was reported. We describe a patient in whom a lethal secondary hemorrhage occurred 10 days after a laser supraglottic laryngectomy. Because of the increase of laser applications in the treatment of laryngeal carcinoma, similar complications may be encountered. We comment on possible pathophysiological mechanisms and consequences.